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PROJECT SUMMARY: 

The development of multilingualism is one of the priorities repeatedly reaffirmed by the European Union. In 

connection with this language policy, many works and achievements have emerged around the notion of 

plurilingual and intercultural competence. Intercomprehension is one of the pluralistic approaches to the 

development of plurilingual and intercultural competence. Researchers and practitioners have explored its 

didactic applications since the 1990s, but the approach is still scarcely known and used. This is due to the 

tradition of a compartmentalized language teaching, but also largely to the absence, firstly, of specific 

descriptors corresponding to levels typically used to describe the language skills and, secondly, of tools 

internationally validated to assess and certify these levels. 

The project “Évaluation des compétences en intercompréhension: réception et interactions plurilingues” 

(EVAL-IC) intends to develop these descriptors (specifying them into fine descriptors) as well as a protocol, 

and assessment and certification tools, for intercomprehension skills in Romance languages. It also aims to 

establish an overview on the state of the art of research on intercomprehension skills, which will serve as a 

basis for the project’s work and can be used by the scientific community. 
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