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La bibliografia che segue, seppur non esaustiva, si propone di offrire un’ampia 
panoramica degli studi sul tema della protezione delle rifugiate sulla base del 
diritto internazionale. Essa comprende, in particolare, saggi e interventi sui 
requisiti per ottenere lo status di rifugiato, sulle difficoltà maggiori che le donne 
devono affrontare e sulle forme di discriminazione che richiedono protezione. 
All’interno della vasta produzione scientifica ci è sembrato opportuno segnalare 
alcuni saggi sulla relazione tra il diritto interno di alcuni paesi che tradizionalmente 
hanno accolto rifugiati, come Stati Uniti, Germania e Regno Unito, e le norme 
internazionali. Il diritto internazionale infatti non fa alcuna distinzione di genere, 
nonostante le donne rappresentino oltre la metà dei rifugiati. Basti pensare che 
solamente nel 1985 la questione della protezione delle rifugiate è stata inserita 
nell’agenda dell’Alto Commissariato delle Nazione Unite (ACNUR/UNHCR) 
nonostante da lungo tempo le continue violazioni dei diritti umani nei confronti 
delle donne fossero ben note.  

Il dibattito si è soffermato non solo sulla questione della sicurezza e 
dell’integrità fisica delle rifugiate, ma soprattutto sulle rifugiate in quanto gruppo 
sociale che in particolari circostanze è a rischio di persecuzione. A partire dai primi 
anni novanta l’interesse per le rifugiate e la loro protezione ha condotto l’UNHCR 
ad elaborare alcune linee guida. Da allora il problema della violazione dei diritti 
umani e della violenza alle donne ha ottenuto un’attenzione crescente anche nel 
mondo accademico. 

Norme internazionali, europee 
Accordo Europeo per l’abolizione del visto per i rifugiati, 1959. 
Accordo Europeo per trasferimento di responsabilità relativa ai rifugiati, 1980. 
Carta Sociale Europea rivista nel 1996. 
Convenzione contro la tortura ed altre punizioni o trattamenti crudeli, inumani o 

degradanti, adottata dall’Assemblea Generale delle Nazioni Unite il 10 dicembre 
1984. 

Convenzione Europa per la prevenzione della tortura e di trattamenti o 
punizioni inumane e degradanti, 1987. 

Convenzione Europea per l’estradizione, 1957. 
Convenzione Europea per la protezione dei diritti umani e delle libertà 

fondamentali  e Protocolli, 1950. 
Convenzione internazionale sull’eliminazione di ogni forma di discriminazione 

razziale, adottata a New York il 21 dicembre 1965. 
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Convenzione OUA sui rifugiati,1974. 
Convenzione per l’eliminazione di ogni forma di discriminazione delle donne, 

1979. 
Convenzione relativa allo status dei rifugiati, adottata a Ginevra il 28 luglio 

1951, sotto gli auspici delle Nazioni Unite. 
Dichiarazione di Cartagena sui rifugiati,1984. 
Dichiarazione di Eliminazione della Violenza contro le donne, 1993. 
Dichiarazione sull’eliminazione di ogni forma di intolleranza e di 

discriminazione fondata sulla religione e sul credo, adottata dall’Assemblea 
Generale delle Nazioni Unite il 25 novembre 1981. 

Dichiarazione universale dei diritti dell'uomo, adottata dall'Assemblea Generale 
delle Nazioni Unite il 10 dicembre 1948 (Risoluzione 217 (III)). 

Direttiva del Consiglio 8043/04 27 aprile 2004 Norme minime per le procedure 
applicate negli stati membri al fine del riconoscimento e della revoca dello status di 
rifugiato. 

Patto internazionale sui diritti civili e politici, adottato dall'Assemblea Generale 
delle Nazioni Unite, il 16 dicembre 1966. 

Patto internazionale sui diritti economici, sociali e culturali adottato 
dall'Assemblea Generale delle Nazioni Unite, il 16 dicembre 1966. 

Protocollo addizionale relativo allo status dei rifugiati, adottato a New York il 
31 gennaio 1967. 

Raccomandazione dell’Assemblea  parlamentare del Coniglio d’Europa 773, 
1976 sulla situazione dei rifugiati de facto. 

Risoluzione del Consiglio di sicurezza 1325/2000. 
 
Manuali d'introduzione al tema 
Feller E.-Turk V.-Nicholson F., (a cura di), Protezione dei rifugiati. Guida al 

diritto internazionale del rifugiato,  UNHCR, 2003. 
Goodwin-Gill G. S., The refugee in international law, Clarendon Press, Oxford 

1996. 
Hathaway G. S., Reconceiving International Refugee Law, Martinus Nijhoff, 

The Hague 1997. 
Hathaway J. C., The Rights of Refugees under International Law, Cambridge 

University Press, Cambridge 2005. 
Phoung C., The International Protection of Internationally Displaced Persons, 

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 2005. 
Van Krieken J. P., Refugee Law in Context: the Exclusion Clause, Kluwer Law 

International, Cambridge 1999. 
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Saggi e monografie 
Askin K. D., War Crimes Against Women-Persecution in International War 

Crimes Tribunals, Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague, 1997. 
Crawley H.-Lester T., Comparative Analysis of Gender-Related Persecution in 

National Asylum Legislation and Practice in Europe , UNHCR EPAU, 2004. 
Crawley H., Refugees and Gender: Law and Process, Jordan Publishing & 

Refugee Women’s Legal Group, London 2001. 
Gardam J.-Jarvis M., Women, Armed Conflicts and International Law, Kluver 

Law International, Boston 2001. 
Kofman E.-Phizucklea A.-Raghuran P., Sales R., Gender and International 

Migration in Europe (Gender, Racism, Ethnicity),  Routledge, New York 2001. 
Leiss A.-Boesjes R., “Female Asylum Seekers: a Comparative Study 

Concerning Policy an Jurisprudence in the Netherlands, Germany, France, the 
United Kingdom, also Dealing Summarily with Belgium and Canada”, Dutch 
Refugee Council, Amsterdam 2001. 

Lindsey C.-Tercier Holst-Roness F-Anderson L., Addressing the Needs of 
Women Affected by Armed Conflict, ICRC, Geneva 2004. 

Martin R., Refugee Women, Zed Books, Oxford 1992. 
Neuwirth G.- Neuwirth V. (a cura di), Women Refugees in International 

Perspective, 1980-1990: an Annotated Bbibliography, Reserch Resource Division 
for Refugees, 1997. 

Schlenzka N.-Sommo L.-Wadia K.-Campani G.,  Refugee Women:  Hoping for 
a Better Future, Parabolis, Berlin 2004. 

Shutter B.-Shutter S., Women's Movement: Women Under Immigration, 
Nationality and Refugee Law , Trentham Books, Staffordshire 1994. 

Spikerboer T., Gender and Refugee Status, Ashgate Publishing, Aldershot 2000. 
UNHCR, Guideline on the Protection of Refugee Women, 1991. 
UNHCR, Guidelines on International Protection: Gender-Related Persecution 

within the context of Article 1A(2) of the 1951 Convention and/or its 1967 Protocol 
relating to the Status of Refugees, 7. 5. 2002. 

UNHCR, Policy on Refugee Women, United Nations, New York 2000. 
UNHCR, Reception Standards For Asylum Seekers In the European Union, 

Geneva 2000. 
UNHCR, Refugee Protection in International Law, Cambridge University 

Press, Cambridge 2003. 
UNHCR, Sexual and Gender-Based Violence against Refugees, Returnees and 

International Displaced Persons, Geneva 2003. 
UNHCR, Sexual Violence against Refugees: Guidelines on Prevention and 

Response, Geneva 1995. 
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Women’s Commission for Refugee Women and Children, UNHCR Policy on 
Refugee Women and Guidelines an their Protection, United Nations, New York, 
2002. 

Saggi, rapporti e relazioni 

Akram S. A., Orientalism Revisited in Asylum and Refugee Claims, in 
“International Journal of Refugee Law”, XII, 1, 2000. 

Aliaskari M., U.S. Asylum Law Applied to Battered Women Fleeing Islamic 
Countries, in “American U. Journal on Gender Soc. Policy & Law”, 8, 2000. 

Ankenbrand B., Refugee Women under German Asylum Law, in “International 
Journal of Refugee Law”, XIV, 1, 2002. 

Anker D., Defining Particular Social Group in Terms of Gender: The Shah 
Decision and U.S. Law, in “Interpreter Releases”,  LXXIV, 1005, 1999. 

Anker D., Rape in the Community as a Basis for Asylum: The Treatment of 
Women Refugees' Claims to Protection in Canada and the United States, in 
“Bender’s Immigration Bullettin”, 2, 1997. 

Anker D., Refugee Law, Gender, and the Human Rights Paradigm, in “Harvard 
Human Rights Journal”,15, 2002. 

Anker D., Refugee Status and Violence Against Women in the "Domestic" 
Sphere: the Non-State Actor Question, in “Georgetown Immigration Law Journal”, 
15, 2001. 

Anker D., The BIA's New Asylum Jurisprudence and Its Relevance for Women's 
Claims, in “Interpreter Releases”, LXXIII, 1173, 1996. 

Belvisi F., Il diritto d’asilo tra garanzia dei diritti dell’uomo ed immigrazione 
nell’Europa comunitaria, in “Sociologia del diritto”, XXII, 1, 1995. 

Beyani C., The Needs of Refugee Women: a Human Rights Perspective, in 
“Gender and Development”, III, 2, 1995. 

Bhabha J., Demography and Rights: Women, Children and Access to Asylum, in 
“International Journal of Refugee Law”, XVI, 2, 2004. 

Byrne R.-Noll G.-Vedsted-Hansen J., Understanding Refugee Law in an 
Enlarged European Union”, in “European Journal of International Law”, XV, 2, 
2004. 

Castel J., Sexual Assault and the Meaning of Persecution, in “International 
Journal of Refugee Law”, IV, 39, 1992. 

Cervenak C. M., Promoting Inequality: Gender Based Discrimination in 
UNRWA’s. Approach to Palestine Refugee Status, in “Human Rights Quarterly”, 
16, 1994. 

Chinkin C., Rape and Sexual Abuse of Women in InternationalLlaw, in 
“European Journal of International Law”, V, 3, 1994. 

Chisholm B. J., Credible Definitions: a Critique of U.S. Asylum Law's 
Treatment of Gender-Related Claims, in “Howard Law Journal”, 44, 2001. 



 
 
 
 
 
Patrizia Rampioni DEP n.4 / 2006 
 

 259

Cipriani L., Gender and Persecution: Protecting Women Under International 
Refugee Law, in “Georgetown Immigration Law Journal”, 7, 1993. 

Concepcion N. P., Extending Asylum Eligibility to Include Gender-Related 
Persecution, in “Human Rights Brief”, VII, 2, 2000. 

Condon J. B., Asylum Law’s Gender Paradox, in “Seton Hall Law Review”, 33, 
2002. 

Copeland E., A rare Opening in the Wall: the Growing Recognition of Gender-
Based Persecution, in Problems of Protection. The Unhcr, Refugees and Human 
Rights, a cura di Nicholas Royle, Routledge, New York 2003.  

Daver B., Rethinking Gender-related Persecution, Sexual Violence, and 
Women’s Rights. A New Conceptual Framework for Political Asylum and 
International Human Rights Law”, in “Texas  Journal of  Women &  Law”, 6, 
1997. 

Davidson M., Second-Class Refugees: Persecuted Women are Denied Asylum, 
in “Progressive”, LVIII, 6, 1994. 

Doren I. (a cura di), Engendering Forced Migration: Theory and Practice, in 
“Refugee and Forced Migration Studies”, 5, 1998. 

Fullerton M., A comparative Look to Refugee Status Based on Persecution Due 
to Membership in a Particular Group, in “Cornell International Law Journal”, 26, 
1993. 

Gardam J., Women, Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law, in 
“International Review of Red Cross”, 234, 1998. 

Harvey C. J., Gender, Refugee Law and the Politics of Interpretation, in 
“International Journal of Refugee Law”,12, 2000. 

Hoffman M., Human Rights Worldwide: When the Message is Hard to Deliver 
– Refugees, Women and Sexual Minorities: A Selective Bibliography, University of 
Minnesota Law Library, Minnesota 2001. 

Kelly N., Double Standards. How Laws and Regulations Defining Refugees are 
Constructed by Men, in “Women’s Review of Books”, 10, 1993. 

Kelly N., Gender-Related Persecution: Assessing the Asylum Claims of Women, 
in “Cornell International Law Journal”, 26, 1993. 

Kelly N., Guidelines for Women’s Asylum Claims, in “International Journal of 
Refugee Law”, 6, 1994. 

Kelson G. A., Gender-Based Persecution and Political Asylum: The 
International Debate for Equality Begins, in “Texas Journal of Women & Law”, 6, 
1997. 

Knight S., Asylum for Victims of Gender Violence: An Overview of the Law, 
and an Analysis of 45 Unpublished Decisions, in “Immigration Briefings”, 2003.  

Knight S., Seeking Asylum from Gender Persecution: Progress amid 
Uncertainty, in “Interpreter Releases”, 79, 2002. 
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Knight S., Steps Forward and Back: Uneven Progress in the Law of Social 
Group and Gender-Based Claims in the U.S., in “International Journal of Refugee 
Law”, 13, 2001. 

Knight S.-Musalo K., Gender-Based Asylum: An Analysis of Recent Trends, in 
“Interpreter Releases”, LXXVII, 1533, 2000. 

Macklin A., Refugee Women and the Imperatives of Categories, in “Human 
Rights Quarterly”, XVII, 2, 1995. 

Mahmud N., Crimes Against Honour: Women in International Refugee Law, in 
“Journal of Refugee Studies”, IX, 4, 1996. 
Malone L.-Wood G., Immigration-Refugee Act of 1980 – resistance to female 
circumcision as grounds for political Asylum in the United States , in “American 
Journal of International Law”, XCIX, 1, 1997. 

Matas D., Gender and Refugee Law, intervento alla conferenza Gender Issues 
and Refugees; Development Implications, 1993. 

Michael G. H., Domestic Violence and Asylum: Toward a Working Model of 
Affirmative State Obligations, in “International Journal of Refugee Law”, XVII, 4, 
2005. 

Neacsu E. D., Gender-Based Persecution as a Basis for Asylum: an Annotated 
Bibliography 1993-2002, in “Law Library Journal”, 95, 2003. 

Pearce H., An Examination of the International Understanding of Political Rape 
and the Significance of Labeling it Torture, in “International Journal of Refugee 
Law”, XIV, 4, 2002. 

Peters H., International Refugee Law and the Treatment of Gender-Based 
Persecution: International Initiatives as a Model and Mandate for National 
Reform, in “Transnational Law & Contemporary  Problems”, 6, 1996. 

Smiley S., Taking the Force out of Enforcement: Giving Effect to International 
Human Rights Law Using Domestic Immigration law, in “California Western 
International Law Journal”, 29, 1999. 

Talton J. M., Asylum for Genital-Mutilation Fugitives: building a Precedent, in 
“Ms. Magazine”, 4, 1992. 

Tessenyi G., Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of 
Europe Concerning Asylum, Refugees and Other Persons in Legal Status of 
Refugees and Asylum-Seekers and the European Convention on Human Rights, 
Chisinau, 2001. 

Thiele B., Persecution on Account ofGgender: a Need for Refugee LawRreform, 
in “Hastings Women’s Law Journal”, 11, 2000. 

Tierney B., The Evolution of Women’s Asylum Since 1500: From Refugees for 
ex-Prostitutes to Shelters for Battered Women, in “Contemporary Sociology”, 
XXIII, 4, 1994. 

Wali S., Human Rights for Refugees and Displaced Wome”, in Women’s Rights, 
Human Rights: International Feminist Perspectives, a cura di Julie Peters e Andrea 
Wolper, Routledge, New York 1999. 
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Riviste: 
“American Journal of International Law”,  1907- 
“European Journal of Migration and Law”, 1999 - 
“European Journal of International Law”, 1990 – 
“Foreign Affairs”, 1922 -  
“Harvard Law Review”, 1887 - 
“Journal of Human Rights”, 1970 - 
“Human Rights Law Review”, 2001 -  
“Journal of International Humanitarian Law”, 1998 -  
“International Journal of Refugee Law”, 1989 -  
“International and Comparative Law Quarterly”,  1952 -  
“International Labour Review”, 1921 -  
“International Migration Review”, 1966 - 
“Journal of International Affairs”, 1952 -  
“Journal of Third World Studies”, 1984 -  
“Journal of Refugee Studies”, 1988 - 
“Journal of Women’s History”, 1989 
“Migration World Magazine”, 1986-2002 
“Women and the Law”, 2005 - 
“Women’s Review of Books”, 1983 -  
“World Policy Journal”, 1983 - 

Siti: 

European Council on Refugees and Exiles 
http://www.ecre.org 
Centre for Gender and Refugee Studies 
http://cgrs.uchastings.edu/ 
Refugee Women’s Legal Group 
http://www.rwlg.org.uk  
Women’s Asylum News 
http://www.asylumaid.org.uk  
Women’s Commission for refugee women and children 
http://www.womenscommission.org/links.shtml 
United Nations Development Fund for Women 
http://www.unifem.org 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
http://www.unhcr.ch  
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Università della California 
Hastings College of Law  
Center for Gender and Refugee Studies 
http://www.uchastings.edu/cgrs 
Università di Oxford 
Refugee Studies Centre 
http://www.rsc.ox.ac.uk 
Università di York 
Centre for Refugees Studies 
http://www.yorku.ca/csr 
Università di New South Wales 
Centre for Refugee Research  
Women at Risk Project  
http://www.crr.unsw.edu.au/womenatrisk.htm  
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